Long Meadow Elementary School

General PTO Minutes : September 20, 2011

Meeting called to order at 7:04 pm in the Long Meadow Media Center with approximately 23 people in attendance. 

Welcome

Jennifer Connelly, PTO President welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced the PTO Board Members in attendance, Teena Joseph (Vice President), Jessica Clark (Secretary), and Chris Moretti (Principal).  Doris Hon (Treasurer), Linda Bedard (Vice President), Louise Porter-Hahn (Teacher Representative) and Kathy DeRienzo (Representative at large) were not in attendance.

Treasurer’s Report 

Jennifer Connelly reported for Doris Hon. The LMES Treasurer’s report as of 7/1/11 was reviewed with projected income and expenditures. 

The following fundraising events are planned for the current school year:

· Direct Donation Fundraiser, information will be sent home with students shortly – this is the primary fundraising event. 

· Stop and Shop A+ program:  The A+ School Rewards are points that accrue with each purchase using the Stop & Shop Card. Students collect Stop and Shop card numbers and points are converted to money given directly to LMES. Participation in this event does not change your gas points or any other Stop and Shop benefits. Card numbers do not need to be ‘based’ in Connecticut. Note: EVERYONE needs to re-register cards even if you registered the same ones last year, the cards do not ‘roll’ over from year to year. To encourage participation, the PTO will sponsor a raffle if at least 500 numbers are collected.  In addition, a Stop and Shop gift card will be given to the family who collects the most numbers in October and a gift card to the family who collects the most numbers in November. Information will be sent home soon.

· Online Merchants: The PTO receives a small percentage of sales (approx. 1-3% depending on the merchant) when purchases are made through the PTO website.   Please see the website for a listing of merchants.  Before the holidays a reminder will be sent to families encouraging them to link to their preferred merchants through the PTO website.  

The Thanksgiving Fundraiser / Lyman pie sale will not be occurring this year.

Discussion regarding Budget / Expenses for the Anthology (Publishing Program) occurred.  A generous grant from the Before/After School Program offset expenses last year and the project was $133.22 under budget.

The PTO is hoping to fund programs without adding additional fundraisers.  Please see  ‘Looking Ahead’ regarding some of the additional events scheduled this year.

President’s Report:

Jennifer Connelly reported.

· Thank you’s were extended to:  Mari O’Rourke for coordinating school supplies; Debra Mitchell as Volunteer Coordinator; Debbie Broadwater and Christina Taylor for work on the Stop and Shop A+ program; and Lois Yager and Jennifer Gulli for Hospitality.

· Co-Chairs for the Jump Rope for Heart Event are needed. Please contact the PTO if interested.

· Co-Chairs and activity/idea for Family Night are needed. Please contact the PTO if interested and/or with ideas.

· Upcoming meetings and topics for discussion.  The PTO would like feedback from parents regarding upcoming meeting topics.  Last year a bullying presentation was well attended and comments and suggestions for meeting themes are welcome.  Mr. Moretti suggested discussing the school’s specific language arts, math, and/or other subject area curriculums, based on feedback from teachers and parents. Please contact the PTO regarding any additional ideas. 

Chairpersons Reports
Cultural Arts Committee Chairperson, Lori Depalma, reported that Blue Jupiter, an a capella group, is scheduled to come on March 26, 2012 for two assemblies.


Looking Ahead

· Ice Cream Social is scheduled for Monday, September 26, (Rain date Tuesday, September 27th). It was suggested that area non-profit groups contact Yarel Marshall at ysmarshall@hotmail.com if they would like to showcase their programs at next year’s ice cream social. 

· Fall Direct Donation and Stop and Shop A+ Fundraiser information will be sent home soon.

· Spirit Wear Sale will begin soon.  New items are available, including a new ‘Under Armour’ style shirt, tie dye shirt, and winter hat 

· The Book Fair is scheduled for October 18-20, 2011 and is paired with Muffin Mates scheduled for Wednesday, October 19th at 8:00.  At this event parents are welcome to come to school in the morning with their children to enjoy muffins/apples and go to the book fair with them.

· Water Bottle Recycling Program in the cafeteria will be introduced, launching in October after the first Leopard’s Pride gathering.  At this time, Long Meadow leaders will help assist with collecting water bottles.  Discussion regarding extending recycling to CapriSun juice boxes, a company that also has a recycling program. Mr. Moretti commented that extending recycling to additional food items may pose health/allergy risks, but that they will assess the success of the water bottle recycling program first.

· The Clothing Drive will occur in November: more details to come.
· Indoor Recess supplies need to be replenished.  If you are interested in donating games and movies (DVD’s or Videos) to replace used sets, it would be appreciated. 
· Community Bulletin Board – looking into having one installed in the cafeteria.  
· Next PTO Meeting will be November 15th at 9:30 am

Principal’s Report

Mr. Chris Moretti reported.
· Mr. Moretti and LMES Staff would like to extend thank you’s to parent volunteers for the continued support of activities and events, fundraisers, enrichment activities, gifts, and overall continuous support to Long Meadow. 

· School focus for 2011-2012 was discussed.  Mr. Moretti began with an overview of previous school years’ focus.  Programs in previous years implemented a new language arts curriculum, reading units of study, reader’s workshop model, writer’s workshop model integrating technology, data-driven instruction, and differentiated instruction.  2011-2012 school year will be a ‘polishing year’ realizing the benefits of previous years focus.  Mr. Moretti reported how staff focuses on ‘what do we want children to learn, how do we know they learned it, and what do we do if they did not learn it.’  This focus is realized through meetings, use of data, interventions, support and progress monitoring, helping students through support staff and specialists and through Scientifically Researched Based Interventions (SRBI is a non special education initiative to reduce the amount of children misidentified as requiring special education services).  SRBI focuses on team meetings to document support and progress of interventions, and use of a 3 Tier approach that uses broad based to more specific interventions, as appropriate.  Mr. Moretti remarked ‘what we do all day is to get kids the best instruction’ .

· CMT (Connecticut Mastery Test) Data was reviewed for Grades 3, 4, and 5 in Math, Reading and Writing (and Science for Grade 5) for LMES and for Region 15.  Mr. Moretti emphasized that CMT scores are one of many approaches used to look at progress and that that CMT’s are a snapshot in time of a students skills. He discussed how CMT data is reported by students and by strands (content areas) which help in identifying areas where additional instruction may need to be applied.  Mr. Moretti explained how scores are useful to compare how one group of students does from year to year (i.e., how did this year’s 5th grade do compare to how they did in 4th grade to 3rd grade?). Mr. Moretti commented how comparisons made in the newspapers are from the same grade year to year (i.e, students in Grade 4 in 2009-2010 compared to students in Grade 4 during the 2010-2011 school year) and notes that this information is a comparison of different students.  In LMES and in the region, math scores consistently dip from year to year in Grade 4 and at this time the math curriculum timeline is being looked at to identify when students learn different strands for the CMT. Overall, scores at LMES currently show progress from Grades 3 to 5 when evaluated. 

· Mr. Moretti discussed the Connecticut Green Cleaning Products in Schools Law:
CT PUBLIC ACT 09-81; CT General Statutes Section Nos. 10-220 and 10-231g. This law requires school districts to implement a green cleaning program to clean and maintain their schools by July 1, 2011. This law states that ‘No parent, guardian, teacher or staff member may bring into the school facility any consumer product which is intended to clean, deodorize, sanitize or disinfect’. The types of cleaning products covered in this legislation include: general purpose cleaners, bathroom cleaners, glass cleaners, floor finishes, floor strippers, hand cleansers and soaps. This includes the use of hand wipes, Purell and antibacterial soap in the bathrooms.  In response, there are 2 hand sanitizers installed in the cafeteria and in each classroom, filled with the appropriate ‘green’ cleansers.  At this time the school is looking into a desktop sanitizer that could be used.  Discussion regarding the impact of this law and possible ways to mitigate potential effects ensued.

Lunch Raffle 

Mr. Moretti picked Kayleigh E. in Grade 1 to have lunch with Mr. Moretti with one or two of her friends in Mr. Moretti’s office.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:51 pm.
